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FROM: BONN 


Control: 17790 

R^d: MAY 27, 1959 

2:05 PM 


TO: Seoretary of State 

NO: 2667, may 27 , 5 PM 

REFERENCE; EMBASSY TELEGRAM 265! .^I’ 
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FOR U.S. VISIT, MINISTER ERHARD WILL BE ACCO^fAN I ED BY OR. 
WOIFGRAM LANGFR, PI RFC . OR OF r.'QNQMir PDl irv nrPAPTMTNT J 
DANKMAR SE I BT f PERSONAL ASSISTANT ; MISS GROSSE-SCHWARE, 
INTERPRETER. LATTER TWO KNOWN TO DEPARTMENT. 


t 


LANGER BORN BERLIN 1 916. STUDIED LAW AND ECONOMICS AT BRESLAU 
AND GENEVA. EMPLOYED FOR SHORT TIME AFTER WAR IN CENTRAL OFFICE 
FOR ECONOMICS AT MINDEN IN BRITISH ZONE. SPENT NEXT TEN YEARS 
AS ECONOMIC JOURNALIST. RESIGNED POSITION AS CHIEF BONN BUREAU 
OF HANDELSBLATT (UNDERLINED) LAST SEPTEMBER TO TAKE PRESENT 
POSITION, WHICH UNDER ERHARD HAS ALWAYS BEEN TREATED AS KEY 
SPOT IN MINISTRY. ARTICULATE AND FORCEFUL; SPEAKS VERY LITTLE 
ENGLISH. 


IN ADO I T I ON TO NORMAL DUTIES ON ECONOMIC POLICY MATTERS, LANGER 
HAS SERVED AS CLOSE ADVISER TO ERHARD ON POLITICAL MATTERS. 
ALTHOUGH WORKING IN COOPERATION WITH PRO-ERHARD CDU LEADERS, 
LANGER* S INFLUENCE ON ERHARD IN MATTERS OF GENERAL POLITICS SAID 
TO BE STRONG. HAD MAJOR HAND IN DRAFTING PROFESSOR ERHARD* S 
STATEMENT REJECTING NOMINATION FDR "PRES 'DENC * IN FEBRUARY. 

LANGER HIMSELF HAS NO IMPORTANT PARTY AFFIL.ATION. RUMORED THAT 
HE WROTE HANDELSBLATT EDITORAL INDICATING BRENTANO WOULD 
REMAIN AS FOREIGN MINISTER IF ERHARD HEADS GOVERNMENT. LANGER* S 
ECONOMIC PHILOSOPHY IS LIBERAL, AND HE HAS SUPPORTED ERHARD 
CONSISTENTLY IN LAISSEZ FAIRE PR 0 GRAV 6 . 
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